An Bras Dermatol. 2016;91(4): 544-6. days; the third one was treated with single-layer compression therapy for 62 days as well.
date. The primary dressing contained silver foam and barrier cream on the edges. In the last evaluation, the ulcer measured 65.1 cm 2 and exhibited granulated tissue and moderate exudate. The same type of primary dressing was maintained. For 11 applications, the cost of Unna boot with the dressing was R$ 1.317,75. These was closure of 4.2% of the lesion during the 63 days of treatment.
Multilayer compressive therapy was applied on a 47-yearold patient, male, hypertensive, with VU for three years, located in Compression therapy is an efficient form of treatment for VU, because it can combine bed care with the treatment of venous hypertension. 2, 3 Due to the need of understanding how the treatment of this type of lesion should be done -especially compression therapy -and the choice of a product according to its cost, benefit and adequacy to the patient's profile, this study had the objective of comparing the evolution and cost of VU treatment using three types of compression therapy. 
Cost comparison of three kinds of compression therapy in venous ulcer 545
FIgure 1: First evaluation, before the use of single-layer elastic bandaging system FIgure 2: Last evaluation of the single-layer bandaging system, after 62 days of use to 63% in costs in comparison with multilayer therapy. 4 In this study, there were savings of 82% compared to multilayer therapy.
Regarding cicatrization, the ulcer with the largest diameter in this study (210 cm 2 ) on which the multilayer system was applied, presented 22.2% of closure in only 62 days, which shows that the cure of this lesion was faster than in a randomized study in which a VU of the same diameter was healed in 280 days through the same system.
5
For the patient who used the multilayer bandaging system, there was significant reduction of pain and improvement in mobility, which allowed him not to use crutches, upon which he depended to walk around, right after the start of the therapy.
A review done by Cochrane Data Base concluded that the multicomponent systems are more effective than singlecomponent ones, however the multicomponent systems that contain elastic binding seem to be more effective than those with nonelastic components. 6 This way, the elastic therapy seems to be more effective for treating VU than Unna boot, apart from the number of layers, which is confirmed in this study.
This study revealed that therapy with single-layer bandage was the cheapest and with the shortest time of cicatrization, being also a good option when the available financial resources are scarce.q
